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“In the Protestant churches, they never call for money. Why? In our churches, almost every Sunday there
is a call for more money. Must a person pay money in order to have faith? For this reason I no longer feel like
attending church services!” Some people don’t go to church because they don’t agree with the Church on its
prohibition of divorce. This is most probably a divorced person who is living with another on faith or in false
marriage! Others do not go to church because the Church calls out: “Do not steal!” — And these people are
thieves, frauds swindlers and unjust people! A third person doesn’t go to church because there he has to listen
to homilies about the sanctity of marriage and of the mortification and noble abstinence or restraint in their
conjugal life. If he goes, he has no peace. If the Church were not Divine but only and purely human, he would
lead his life according to the opinions and the whims or fads of the people. However, since the Church is
Divine, he is obliged to follow the teachings of Christ which often seem difficult and unreasonable.

Truly, you must pay for your faith. You must pay not only with money but with your blood and your life.
This is how practical Christian-Catholics have always paid from the very beginning of Christ’s Church until this
very day! In the very beginning of Christianity, the Christians brought all their possessions and offering them,
laid them at the feet of the Apostles. This practice lasted for several centuries. After that they were obliged to
pay tithes. When their faith was weak, the spirit of generosity among the faithful diminished. It was then that
the Church was forced to introduce a commandment that forced the faithful to help their churches. This
commandment obliges one in conscience. No practicing Catholic can excuse himself from the obligation of
donating money for church purposes. How else could the parish buildings be maintained? How else could the
parish and school staff be paid? Do you really think that the priest likes to go to the pulpit to ask and beg
people for their offerings? That’s a very humiliating job for him! Or do you think that it is the responsibility of
the priest to arrange bazaars, picnics and a variety of affairs in order to raise money for the parish? Yet — out of
necessity this poor priest must become a real beggar and a manager of games. Banks demand their interest, the
teachers ask for their pension, the parish staff needs their honest pay and here, money is still needed to bring
heat and electricity into the parish buildings and pay to keep them operable!

Your insistence that in Protestant churches they do not call for offerings is not true. They often talk about
it! And their people give money — paper money, transfer of funds and money left in wills — not as our people’s
gifts of pennies and nickels. If they do not ask for money during their Sunday services, it is because it is not
necessary to do so!

Let me explain this to you: At the beginning of the year, the so-called church council has a meeting and
they make out their budget for the year. Then they count how many families they have and what the general
incomes of these families are for the year. Then each family is taxed. They then send each family a notice
telling them the amount of money they expect them to give. Nobody protests against this! Everybody pays —
either in installments or in one lump sum. Others give completely willful offering of more or less thirty dollars
per year.

If our Polish people would show a similar spirit of generosity, no priest would ever have to beg for money!
I understand that our people are poor and do not have as much as others. That is a fact. However, our people
manage to have money for cigarettes, for drinks, for movies, for playing cards and the horses!

Some committee conducted an investigation here in the United States and learned that regardless of the fact
that in the year 1936 incomes rose 61%, church offerings fell by 30% and charitable donations fell by 20%. At
the same time, expenses for automobiles rose by 203%, cost of liquor rose 220%, cost of beer rose 317% and
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cost of radios rose 302%. It has been proven that an American spends 98 cents but for religion, he throws in
exactly two big copper pennies. Let me be understood. 1know very well that some people are unable to make
bigger donations. Very well! Then let them give their widow’s mite! However, there are those people who
could give a lot more than they presently give. I doubt whether these people will be able to buy themselves a
passport to heaven for pennies!

As I end this, let’s be reasonable when it comes to the material needs of the church. Let’s criticize less and
donate more! With our offerings let us upkeep and spread our faith and let us often remind ourselves that “He
who sows sparingly, also reaps sparingly!” In other words, give as generously as you can and he who gives a
miserly pittance, receives that much in return!

The Apostle further states: “Everyone decided in his own heart and was not forced for God loves a cheerful
giver!” In other words, let everyone give what he can willingly — not stingily and unwillingly or because of
shame or fear! Christ our Savior will reward the generosity of your hearts already here during your life-time
with health and prosperity!
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March 27, 1938
I greet all of you my dear fellow country-men with the words: “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

We are beginning today the twenty-first program of the Rosary Hour. We have five more programs for this
current season. Since I want to devote the following programs, with the exception of the one on Easter Sunday
to our youth, therefore in today’s program I must touch on several issues, even if it will be in short order.

Despite everything, I firmly believe that our Polish people are hard-working, pious and peaceful people.
This is how I openly and sincerely described our immigrants to General Gorecki when I said, “Our Polish men
and women love God, take good care of their families, love their neighbors and want to live and work in peace
with dignity!”

However, there isn’t a single rule or truth that doesn’t have its exceptions. This holds true concerning us
also. There are not only good people among us, but also those who are not so good! Just as there is cockle
found growing amidst the wheat, just as weeds are found growing in the midst of buckwheat, just as fields of
clover are found to have weeds, so also, in every society one can find the unbelievers, the smart-alecks, the
Pharisees and the false prophets. Where there is the aroma of coffee, you may be sure to find the coffee
grounds. There is no good beer without the scum. A bottle of the driestwine has a lot of sediment within the
bottle and the exterior of the bottle is covered with verdigris and cobwebs. A delicious tea always leaves behind
unshapely leaves that emit a pungent odor. Therefore, we shouldn’t be surprised that among our own people, or
within our society, there are crooked minds, stunted souls, hardened hearts and people who do not really live
but simply exist from day to day — from the cradle to the grave. People from whom God gets no glory, people
who are useless and they themselves do not know why they are living! There will always be a certain
percentage of these people. We have them with us today and they will always be there! However, it is
worthwhile to work with these people. The greater the effort and the greater the difficulties, then the greater is
the satisfaction when one hears that one of them or another saw the light and understood that his life should
move in a straight line for then it is easier and quicker to reach a peaceful and more satisfying life, although it
may not be excessively comfortable, but it is a definite indicator of a peaceful death and a happy eternity.

This Lenten season is especially suitable for today’s talk for it is during this time that we should discard all
our bad habits which do not agree with our exalted and noble Christian vocation. This will then serve our rising
from the grave of misery and our fallen state, of donning the shining garments of the new creature and living a
new and better life!

WHY CAN’T IT BE THE CHRISTIAN WAY?

Please listen to this letter from Holyoke, Mass.: “I am also a progressive! I haven’t been going to church
for years. Idon’t believe in prayer and despite that, I have not been struck by lightning. I see no need for
fasting. I am afraid that I would turn into a fish. As far as I am concerned, all religions are equal. I live as I
please. I am not afraid of anything!”

My dear fellow country-man who calls yourself a progressive! If every person who doesn’t believe, who
doesn’t pray, who doesn’t go to church, or he who casts aside his legal wife and lives with another woman, or
he who steals another man’s wife, or he who divorced his wife in order to marry another in civil court — If all of
these kinds of people have earned for themselves the title of “progressive”, then every dog-catcher has an equal
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right to consider himself an heir to the Russian throne! Despite the fact that you have imagined yourselves a
patent for progress and you claim the pretense of progress, that savage in the Aftican jungle is more progressive
than you are! You don’t go to church because you don’t want to conform your life to the teachings of the
Church. This Church and everything that is related to the Church is a bone in your throat! You insist that even
though you do not believe in prayer, lightning has not struck you! That is one reason why you should get down
on your knees before God. The fact that you have not yet been struck by lightning is due to the patience,
goodness and mercy of God and not because of your disbelief. The fact that you have not been struck by
lightning does not mean that you never will be struck! Evidently, you yourself expect this because you say “not
yet”! Besides, God is not that quick to hurl thunderbolts at blasphemers! Ordinarily, the Creator leaves the
matter to time and life’s experiences! A very serious and prolonged sickness will befall such a one to give him
time to review his life and to correct his way of life. It may happen that such a one becomes terribly crippled
and he either shoots himself or deliberately hangs himself from some high precipice or even drinks a glass of
some poisoned drink!

About seven years ago, two cars collided not too far from Buffalo. A man and a woman, or rather a young
girl, were killed in this wreck. In this collision, something cut the man’s tongue in half. He, too, was one of
these progressive unbelievers and blasphemers who, despite the fact that he had a wife and children, he flirted
with other women, disregarding God’s law. God’s justice pursued him at a time when he was going out fora
good time. He died within the blink of an eye. I'have never in my life seen a face like his — so terribly
disfigured by fear and pain!

There was another who had also emancipated himself from the laws of God and the Church. God took his
one and only son. This brought results for he changed his way of speaking and living. A third person, who had
become rich by tricking and abusing little ones was finally caught by the police and put into jail. It was there in
jail that he found God and revived his faith.

You see, my dear, God didn’t strike the first person, the second nor the third with lightning! Don’t laugh at
or scoff at God’s verdicts. We are too weak to understand them, but, believe me, they are always very just!

As to the fact that you see no need for fasting, that is no sign that we no longer must fast. In the Old
Testament, God gave us certain rules for fasting. Christ Himself fasted and He often recommended this practice
for all of us. God declared the first fast for our first parents in the Garden of Eden when He forbids them to eat
of a certain fruit. The Jews were forbidden to eat certain varieties of meat and before certain feasts, they were
not permitted to eat or drink anything for twenty-four hours. Moses, Elias and John the Baptist all fasted! A
church fast never hurts anyone. Ask any doctor and he will tell you how many and the type of illness one incurs
who over-eats meat-dishes. Furthermore, you know that it is not only the sick and the suffering who are placed
on diets, but also people who are well. People pay for this and they pay willingly. The Church writes out the
Lenten prescription for free. Therefore, why shouldn’t we receive this prescription and adapt our lives to it
since through it we can regain the ruined life, not only of our body but also of our soul? Besides, there are no
foods that are healthier than eggs, fish, cheese, lettuce and vegetables! What do you see so healthy in packing
your stomach with some type of meat which for months or even years had lain in a freezer waiting for a
voracious appetite that does not like fasting or mortification! I have never heard of anyone whose health
suffered due to the fact that he kept the church fast, but T do know from depositions made by doctors that many
people have ended up in the cemetery due to gluttony! You fear that by eating fish you will turn into a fish.
Well then, by eating veal, aren’t you afraid of turning into a dumb calf? Eating beef — Don’t you think that you
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will slowly become a dumb 0x? When you eat lamb chops, do you fear that you will turn into a stubborn
sheep? Therefore, do not be afraid of the fish, for it is not a whale and you are not — Jonah! You can easily
swallow the fish you eat and you will find it to be delicious and will be of benefit to your body and soul.

Maybe in your uncritical eyes that are clouded by a lack of faith, all religions are equal! In reality, that is
not true! Does that religion which inspires hatred have the same or equal value of a religion or faith that teaches
brotherhood, equality and love?

There are religions whose adherents worship the sun, the moon, the stars and the comets! There are also
religions or cults that worship a white elephant or a white ox that has a black star on his forehead. Others
worship vipers, birds etc. Can these religions or cults be considered equal to our Christian faith? Are all of
these sects here in America, and there are over three hundred of them, equal and perfect? You are not such a
little child that you can’t see the difference especially between the Catholic religion and the followers of the sect
of Judas, or the believers in Satan — right? Be brave enough to admit the fact that you are not living as you
please but you are a slave and a blind slave of your inclinations, fantasies and bad habits. You cry out loud that
you are not afraid of anything. Those are empty words that mean nothing. No really courageous person ever
announces that he possesses this virtue but shows it by his actions. Only a coward announces his courage
everywhere and to everyone. However, he doesn’t fool anyone!

For that matter, wait until you stand facing death, eye to eye, for you certainly know that a person speaks
differently when he is in good health and totally otherwise when he is very sick and near death. Tam only
presenting you with this question — Why don’t you begin to think, speak and live according to our Christian
way? This holy Lent is the best time to change the course of your life!

The following letter contains matters pertinent to today’s talk:

“We have a small store that sells groceries and meats. When there was great need, we trusted our clients by
letting them buy from us on credit for we couldn’t allow them to go hungry. Our customers bought from us
over seven thousand dollars’ worth of goods — on credit.

So what did they do? They refuse to pay us what they owe! What are we supposed to do about that?
People have no conscience. They continue to go to church, to pray but they do not pay their debts!™

In connection with the above letter, now please listen to this one:

“During the Depression we lent our relatives over a thousand dollars because the bank wanted to repossess
their home. For two years they were paying us just the interest on that principal but they never repaid any of the
principal. Now, they sold the house and left town.”

Here us another letter: “Our sister borrowed a very great amount of money from our Dad. With that money
she bought herself a big house. Dad died. Now she is denying the fact that our Dad lent her any money. The
rest of us are left without a Mom and Dad and without any money!”

Whoever does not repay his loans commits robbery! The Apostle warns and reminds us, “Do not owe
anyone anything!” He further states “Return whatever you owe to anyone!” In the Book of Ecclesiastes it is
written, “Bend your ear to the poor without sadness and pay back your debt!” In the Book of Proverbs we find
this advice and warning: “Do not stay among those who give you their hand and make themselves the guarantee
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for their debts. If you have nowhere to turn in order to return the money, why can’t they take the covers from
you bed?”

1>

St. Augustine teaches us: “Your guilt will never be erased unless you returned what belongs to another
The debt must be repaid to the one who lent you the money or to his heirs. If the lender has died and there are
no heirs or they are unknown to you, then that debt must be repaid by donating it to a worthy cause, ie. orphans,
the elderly, etc. If one cannot repay the debt entirely at once, let him repay it in parts and promise to pay it off
as soon as possible.

However, our people go about this differently. They refuse to admit to having borrowed money and even
in court they swear that they are innocent. They accumulate debts at the stores of the Polish butcher, grocer and
baker but when they have ready cash, they shop at the stores of other nationalities! Today, our entire society is
living above their state in life. Before, our people would never buy anything on credit. They avoided having
debts and tried to never incur them.

When a young couple was getting married, all they possessed was their own stove, bed, table and a few
chairs. In time, as they were working, they would save and buy with ready cash whatever was most needed.
Today, even before they marry, our young couple buys the newest, most modern and most expensive furniture —
all on credit! They have everything they need, but none of it is really theirs, for they must make payments.
Besides, they have these debts with an added interest to pay! Young people are bowed down under this burden.
If they are unable to pay the designated amount on time because they either lost their job or one of them became
very ill - then, a truck comes to their door and carries off everything, from the stove to the salt-shakers!

This happens many times. Iknow such newly-weds who were married nine years ago and to this very day
do not even own a frying pan! It happens regularly — once or even twice a year, their creditors come and take
back their unpaid movable properties.

Sometimes a person doubts the honesty of people when he knows that these people have accumulated many
debts, have not repaid them, makes light of them and willingly forgets all about them. They just don’t
understand that they are drinking the sweat and tears of others and are feeding upon the bloody work of others
who are begging and pleading for God’s just punishment upon them!

It is better to eat just once each day buying food with your own money than to grow fat on borrowed
dollars! Tt is better to ride on ponies rather than to show up in an automobile bought with borrowed money! He
who owes money to a priest, a doctor, a baker or a butcher and refuses to repay it becomes first, a debtor to God
who will not forgive him this debt until he repays the very last penny. Then he becomes a sacrifice of the
natural law for he will never own anything and in the end, he will go to the “poor house”.

Therefore, be an honest person and an honorable debtor. This day, begin paying back whatever money you
owe. Economize, even deny yourself certain things, but at least pay back some part of your debt!

I am now going to give you a warning concerning lending money to others. Please listen very carefully,
especially you parents! If you want to keep the respect of your children and you don’t want to make any
enemies, don’t ever lend them money. If you absolutely want to lend them money, do it legally and with a
lawyer. Too often, I am forced to listen to the sorrowful tales of honest fathers and mothers who did not use
their heads but followed the feelings of their Polish hearts and were prevailed upon to make private loans. Later
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— there were tears, complaints and thoughts of revenge. It has even happened, that as a result of this they were
forced out of their homes and forced to look for bed and board among strangers. There is nothing on earth and
there is no excuse that would justify the excuses children give for not repaying money they have loaned from
their parents. If justice is the foundation of the states, it must also be the foundation of the happiness of
individuals and of families! Think about this, all you debtors, and recall the words of the Apostle who said,
“The unjust and the thieves will not possess the Kingdom of God!”

The following letter includes a petition: “I listen to your program every Sunday. Father, why don’t you
ever remind our parents to make a will? They die and leave us without having made a will. Then, it often
happens that the children fight over their inheritance and even take one another to court. These
misunderstandings often last for many years or even for the rest of their lives! This can definitely be avoided!”

How good it is when, from time to time, someone steps on my toes and makes me aware of the need of
addressing some very important matters that are pertinent to our people’s happiness! There is absolutely no
doubt that parents should make their last will and testament. By doing this, all arguments and law suits over the
distribution of property are avoided! Due to its importance, this last will and testament must be made when one
has his full presence of mind and therefore it should not be put off. One should not regard this duty of making a
will in a slipshod or haphazard manner!

St. Basil gives this consideration: “Oh, unhappy one while dying you perhaps want to reveal your last
wishes, but by now your tongue can no longer pronounce the words and your trembling hand can no longer
write. However, even if you mange yet a word somehow or manage to make a distribution of your goods in
writing, know that every mistake, every forgotten letter or punctuation mark may change your thought, make
your will misunderstood and make the results incomplete! In making a will, one must act according to one’s
conscience, be very just and keep before one’s eyes the principle of Christian charity! One must be very
explicit in designating who gets what and how much. Maybe one of your children worked for a longer time and
had given you his entire pay. Another had left home and had been in prison. All of these details must be
considered and then accordingly you distribute your property. You must remember to set aside a certain sum of
money to cover the cost of your funeral, for Masses, donation for orphans, for the education of poor boys or for
other charitable and noble causes.

I'’know of cases where the children were aware that their parents had not made a will, and being greedy for
their possessions, gave their father or mother the cheapest coffin, a quiet Mass and no funeral vigil. Other
children were fighting over who was to inherit what while their mother lay before them dying. There were
others who never gave for a Mass for the souls of their parents. If the parents, during their lifetime had already
given one or more of their children property or some great amount of money, this should be mentioned in the
will so that there would be no problem if they receive nothing more in the will.

By making a will, you are not giving away your possessions while you are still alive. A will or last
testament does not prophesy your early death, neither. It is simply a sign or mark of good, honest and just
management! A parent who has settled all his spiritual affairs by a conscientious and repentant confession and
has settled all his material possessions with a just last will and testament, is able to say with great peace of soul,
“Father, into Your hands I commend my soul!”

The next letter, I purposely left for the end. Please listen!




